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MISSOULA--
The Department of Botany at the University of Montana in Missoula has received a 
two-year grant of $35,000 from the National Science Foundation (NSF) to study the evolution 
of modern and fossil conifers. The project is entitled, "Conifer Cones from the Mesozoic 
and Tertiary of North America." 
The research project was originated in 1967 by Dr. Charles N. Miller Jr., professor 
of botany at UM, who is project director. Approximately $100,000 in continuing NSF grants 
have been appropriated for the project since 1967. 
"The study grew out of my curiousity about fossil cones I found in Montana which 
could not be identified," Miller said. 
"Fossil and living materials for the study have been obtained from California, the 
eastern United States and British Columbia, some dating back 150 million years," Miller 
said. 
Miller said he has found pine and spruce cones in Montana dating back 30 million years. 
About 600 species of conifers are living today. "Many conifers, such as pines, can 
be traced back 200 million years or more, and thus are living fossils," Miller said. 
Funds from the grants go toward purchasing equipment and supplies. One graduate 
student and a laboratory technician also are hired each year to help with research on the 
project. 
Persons who have been involved in the project include James C. Underwood, a graduate 
student in botany at UM; Dr. John Brown, now at the Bernard Price Institute for Paleontology 
at the University of Whitwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa, and Dr. Coleman R. 
Robison, a UM research associate in botany, who will be doing postdoctoral work at Ohio 
State University, Columbus. 
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